














SO

NBwS ITEMS IN.THE MONTESSCRI FIELD

ranee

T

Germany:

Hod dand:

In September the Z24th Internatiocnal Montesso
A o dnine Coa*se wWas inaugurated in ondon.

£ Dircus:1ov neeting orgarised by the
English lontessori SOﬂlﬂty was held also in
Londen at the College of Preceptors. Dr J.
Ewart Smart,delivered a lecture.

Montessori visited the Centre in Paris
to estabtlishing the programme
Tch is due to

for the reorganised course whi

start in the latter months of 1955. The course
v7allLal be extended to include Teacher
Training for children up to 9 years of age.
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India:

Italy:

Switser-

land:

The 18th Indian Montessori Training course
conducted by Mr A.M.Joosten was closed in Cal-
cutta. The interest created was so great that
a new course is about to start in the same
CilVe

A congress organised by the "Ente Opera Mon-
tessori" took place in Turin on the "Problem
of the Child and the Woman in Industry".
900 people attended.

In Sicily and Calabria Iliss MeAsPaolini
gave a series of lectures which aroused great
interest,

With a view to give a general outline of
Montessori education as applied to children
from birth to University age, the Associa-
tion Montessori Internationale intends to
organize a conference in Ziirich, The confe-
rence will probably take place from the 12th
6 the {6th = ofi Aprail ¢ 1355




(e

R —

To ensure the continuation of recognised Montessori
Tragining in England, "The Maria Montsssori Training Or=
ganization" at 1, Park Crescent, London. W.1 has been-
registered by me. 2

The courses given in this institution, while direc-
ted by me as far as studies go, are entrusted to a
staff composed of former pupils of Dr Montessori, some
of whom were associated with her and myself as carly
as 1919 and even earlier, while others have been (and
some are at the present moment) headteaghers of schools
maintained by local Education Authorities and
Independent Schools. The courses are administered by a
committee, of which Dr J.Ewart Spart, M.A., President
of the "Association Montessori Internationale” is the
Chairman, and are run under the auspices of the "Asso-
ciation Montessori Internationale™, the Montessori So-
ciety of England, of Scotland and of Eire., Thesz and
the ones connected with it (which at present include on-
ly the courses given at the Montessori Training College
at Cranleigh, Surrey), are the only Training Courses in
England in the Montessori Method of Education that the
A M.T. and I recognise.

Some confusion seems to exist in the minds of
students who come to England in order to follow Montes-
sori courses, between the courses organised by myself as
explained above and those organised by other persons
or bodies. I wish to make it quite clear that neither
the"Association Montessori Internationale'nor I, myself,
recognise any other training courses except those car-
ried on at 1, Park Crescent, London and at the Montes-
sori Training College at Cranleigh, Surrey.
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IN MEMORTIAM

The Association Montessori Internationale regrets to
announce the death of Mrs. Esthel Louisa Claremont, who
was among the first supporters of the Montessori movement
in England.

Her son, Mr C.A.Claremont, who dedicates his life to
spreading the ideas of Dr Montessori and who directs the
Montessori Training College at Cranleigh, Surrey, writes:
- With the death at 92 of my mother Mrs, E.L.Claremont,
there passes the last of the original founders of the
first League of Nations - not the League of Wations
Union, formed to popularise and support it - but the
League itself, its idea and the draft constitution cir-
culated privately to all governments, which was later
incorporated with hardly a change in the final peace
treaty. Historians may be interested to note that in a
drawing-room meeting called by Mrs. Claremont early in
the 1914 war, a "study committee" was appointed to sit
during the war itself so that a practical plan should
be ready when peace came for making future wars lmpos-
sible, or at ary rate more difficult. This committee re-
duced itself to four men which met persistently and
regularly at iirs. Clarewmont's instance ~ I almost said
insistence, for she was a singularly beautiful and
determined woman whose fervent will made up for her
lack of intellectual qualifications, which, as she said
herself, "the men could supply" till, by sheer hard
work, they had hammered out clause by clause a plan for
peace to which no exception could be taken. It was kept
deliberately from press and platform till the time
should be opportune, since too early a discussion in
public might have aroused hostilities on the grounds of
pacificism, or defeatism, and when peace-talk began it
was hailed as the thing for which all were seeking.




