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AN ACCOUNB 0F IdO]{ïESSORï 'ÍïORK ïN A }UBIIN IIOSPïTÀL
by líÍ-ss lïancy Jordan

1\[y f irst e xperience of work in hospital came ín 1)!{,
when I was approaehed. b;r the Secretary of a snall hospitalcaiering for children suffering from ruirnary Tubercurosis.

I went once a week ancl d.id some ïroïlc'rith this group.
It was much more a social than an educational rrork and of
couïse dicl not lead" to anything verJr cons'bructive.ï y,ras also
asked. to heLp in the training of sorne young lfursery Nurses
who were beginningtheircouïse.This later becane an ímportantpart of the vork; it also gave me an opltortunity to study,
and aceus'bom. myself -to hospilal cond.itj-ons and. rcrutine.

In tire follo-ring year St. Lrltanrs Hospital asked me to
begin a ti,'Íce-rveei<Iy class for tire older (Z-6 yrs.) Primary
T.B. chrildren, ancl i,his -;as really'.;]rere things began to hap-
pen.'fhey vere only a gïoup of eight children but blr uorking
vlith them on real l.{ontessori lines it becanie more and. more
clear to al-l that this as the anslïer for the occupation of
the long-ierm child. in hos1lita1.

The class began ín 1945 sith tv,rice-seekly visits - Tuesday
and Frid.ay11.10 fa.m.-!,J0 p.m. In June 1947 t the i{edi_cal
Board askecl me to coroe daily as the children had benefited.
so much from the i-rork, starting in Septenber of that year.

Fron this moment the vork began to sho-r.r results. The
children lookeci forirard -bo it so much it became the high-
light of their day"

Às they lrere Tubercufar patients rest vras a very
iinportant part of the treatment " In a siror-b tine it was
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realised by the staff, medical and nursing, tha.t the children
rveïe ne.,/er sc quiet as cluring the l'{ontessori class. Honesick
ciiild::en ;l:en moved into the class became interested and a
little of their sr-:-ff ering y/as assuaged. I{ervous ones became
more tranquii, rtnaugitbytr ones haii thei-r spontaneous activity
d.irected into ccnstructive channels a.no their problems r,rere
solved..

Sone of these tittle ones l'-Íere anti-social. and und.iscip-
linecl (for example, B. had been going reglrlarly to tire
cinsixa s:-nce she vas a yeaï and a half .;;íth an adoring grand-
païen1,.) Graduallyo verJ/- graaually, a cttange caue about in
these also, theirs nas not a quick or su.oeïfrcial change,
rarïhe::e a long slor,r battl-e of self conquest, rnaiie nore
dj-fficuit by the fact that they vere seÍraraled fror;i home,
above all frorc their mother:s. Also another factoru the ciass
l-astecl at the iongest, tr,;o hcurs out of the d"ay.'Io give
eln el:.:anple of vlhai the lÍontessori natei:ial neant to then -
One evening when tlre ciass tïas over I .;ras giving them backtheir toys (':ihich they very wiilingiy gi.re re *t the begin-ning of the lesson), as Illent round. a lictie boy'turned to
iae and saicl g r?I r'rould rather hlr,ve the ',rork in your cupboard
th.an all the toys in the r..,,or:-!-d.rr

Because of the child_rci: being iii beci sone slightadaptations had to be made,'ihe lirectress has to bring then:aterial i;o tire cl:ilctien; ihrs i:eans tirat siie jias to move
arou-nd. much more trran in the ordinary ]r{cntessori class.
The children al-so ::rusi; exe::cise enoríitous patience waiiingto be servcd. this in iiself is another proof of the arlountof self control little chil-d.ren are capabLe of ,certaj-n piecesof material cannot be used at arl- by the chilcL in bed., namgry,
t_he Pink f,ower1 The Broad Stair, The Long Rods, Theldumerical Rocs. lr. Montesso:ii gave permission.in thi-scase to use mini-ature numerical rocLs, but they d.o notinterest or stimulate the ciri-ld haif as m.uch as.bhe fulrsize ones; ind.eed- tbey are not verlr satisfactory and l?e aretryiirg to solve this 1:roblen in scne -ila)r, perhaps by usinglarge light plyr,'ood boarcls or r;all board. The Care of theEnvironneni a]so cannot be r'ully carrieá out; sireeping orscrubbing cannot be clone at a1r; but dusting ano póti"t ir.gwe d-o Elanage, also cLeen:ng of tra;,.s ivrth Vinr età., irhict

j-nterests then very much. ..
Tfalking on the tine cánn?t -b* d.one, but rhythmic clappingand singing is veïy popul-ar. perhaps it nigh.t be of inteiËst tosome 1f r wrote out the routine of the claÀs for conp""ison vrithan ord.inary school.

ROUTïI\I-E 0F THE LESSON

fhe children are nearly a]l in cots so v,rhen the Irirectress comesin the first thing she d.oes is to go around. and. take d.oryn thesi-des of the cot, shake hands',vith the chitd and say,good.morningrr or rrgood. afternoonr'. This often leads to a riitte talkespecially after visiting clay. Nevr toys are shov,m and. given upr'rirlingly tíll after the resson. The home ne'ils comes nóxt. Forinstance this klnd of chat nay take place: 'rl,{y mamny came tosee me yesterds.S'- she brought nie a dolly (o" a cêïr etc.). she
l"t? a skirt 1ii<e yours u,nà ve have a neï.r babyrr. Arl this maybe in one breath. This little conversation i-s very precious tothe child. People are so busy in hospital that no one hàs tinre telisten to hin; it is very good. for hirn to tark in this way abouthis home; ít he]-ps to keep alive and strong the link iÍith hisfamily. sometines the conversation nay be ón medical- l_inese ,ïhad a neerlle tod.aytt orttr'vrent to the x Ray" or *r v,rent to theloctortr. Here also r.re can help a ne'!? chÍrd by ex;oJ-aining r:hatthe Doctor or lTurse,,riil d.o. óne 1ittle boy explàined. tó
another about an x Ray in these irord.s: rrït d.oesnrt hurtr sheonly takes a photo of your insid.e".

The child::en real-ise very clearly that the li,ÍontessoriDirectress comes for then and. that she is completery at thelrdisposal, they become affectionate and. confi-d.ing and often
dernonstrat ive

víhen each ch11d. has been spoken to, the Directress goes
to her chair anC sits d.orÍïi. ï vould li-ke to make it clear atthis point that the routine foll-ovred has been built up andinsisted on by the chj-ldren themselves.ïihen everyone is relaxed.
and confortable we then say our prayers.The prayers, exaept forthe ï{ail t'llary }rave bee{r made by the children thenaselves. About
18 months ago, several bigger children left in a group; the
following day I tried. shortening the prayers but they lroul-d not
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have it. They said., reproachfully; rrOh you didntt say all the
prayersil. I asked thern did. they vra'nt to sày a1l of them. They-
said., yesi so they remain comirlete; After the prayers r,,re sing
a hymne sofiê days r,ve sing two hymns, some days even more, it
depends on the requests of the children. l/e havenrt gct the
bells but rrre try to d.o some musie with two little xylophorrosr
I[e slng songs almost every d.ay, a tr"ri:e j-s p]ayed. on the
xylophone, the child.ren lísten, ttren say rvhat it is and sing
it. They love this and. vve ha-re a repertoíre of ten or more
songs. The children l-ike to take the xylophone, play it softly
ancr l-isten.

Next cones a nose blowing exercise. This too they love
aird. to some it is their very first lesson ín personal hygiene.
Following this.often a lesson in social .behavi-our, ho'or to
sa.lute people, how to open a door, how to shake hands (ttris
ne,ans. another tou:' of the becls bJ' the Directressn not one
rqusi be passed.).. rr,ihen thj-s is finished r,/e sorne'cj-mes have a
dernonstration on one of the Exercises in Practical Life: holv topolishoto cleani ov a, lesson on the materi.aL-how to hol-d. the
cyl,indersrhovr to take the knobless cylenders fron the drer"i,rerrhowto hold. the sound. boxes and. lastly, hov'r to wash the hands.Ttris lastis one of the most popular of ali the exercises, it may be,
per:haps, because children in hospita]_ ei:re g;iven fer,r opportu-níties of making their own toilet. fn thi:ee years of d.oingthis exercise in bed ire have o:ri;r erl"" hac- the basin upset.Íhen,,'ie take into aceount that the oldest chiid is on13. just-over five it will be unclerstocd. i:our-experuly and exactly thechíld riorks. The preparatj-on for thís exercise is longer andeven more cletailed. than for the up chitd. ,,iashing the nails,doing the hair, has a greater attraction. one little girt had.gone home about J months" r net }:.er rno'bher i_n the out-patientsone d.ay and asked her hor.r B" r,-ras getting on. ,ohr, she said,Itshe is very goocL nowtt. r then asked if slie remembered. thethings she did in the L{ontessori ciass - dressing, ,;ashing,fclding, etc., and. sire replied: 'ryes Índeed., not ónI;,. does-'she';rash her olirn hands but she ronrt play noiv with Lr,yo." lvho,has dirty onesrr, Iïere is shoun the ciffeïence of the Lr.:-ral.urrohas cicne things for herself and. learnt to be i-nd"e,"rend.ent;-wehave in this case a perfect exanple of a pleasani ex_perióncà
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leading to repetition and habit.
The children work on trays in bed and the distributingof the trays is a ceremony in itserf, The child receíves thetray, says I'thank )rortrtr and. very gentl;' puts it down. The

Di-rectress then goes to each child and asks him vrhat vrork helrishes to do; when he receives the naterial he begins at once.
Aimost a1I the sensorlal materi-al can be used in beri, itis surprising hor;r skilful the children become riith 1t. The

knobless cylinders being done by quÍte srnalr ones, and. r know
from my ol:in experimenting just how d.ifficult this exercise isto do on oners 1ap. Sometimes it is possible for a child to
kneel up for an e:rercj-se and if Ín a bed. and not a cot thereis of course greater freeclom of movement possible. i/iany
e:rercises in Practical- Life can al-so be clone, such as polish-
ing, folding the paper hankies, rvashing the plates, washing
dusters, cJ-eaning enaiael trays ",rlth Vin, tid.trring the dravers
from the cupboard, lookÍng after the flo,;crs, preparing vege-
tables, peas, especially l;5sïr they have them fcr dinner next
day. The Metal Insets are mueh used., but ov,iing to the posi-
tion in,.rhi-ch the child.ren have to "rork it is di-fficult to
get that lovely light dra'*ing which se associate with this
material. Tire Sandpaper Letters r,/e use a1so, but again the
writing is a problen because of the position in -rhich the
child has to l,rork. The Geometric Cabinet is a1Èo avrklvard. i"o
use l-rith the card.s but they love it.

We have a library of about 60 books for those nho can
read. lhis Ís nou recognised, as a branch of the Hospi-tal
Libraries. The Librari-an is very good about suppl.yi-ng us with
the type of book r.re want. This issuing of i;he books is one of
their first lessons in responsibili-ty, the looking after and.
caring for the book lent to then. Tfe have also many picture
books vhich are left over night with these little ones t,ihen
they have been prepared for this first step ln citizenship.

The same routine takes place at the end of the lesson as
at the beginning. lhe naterial is eollected and returned' to
the cupboard. The sides of the cots are then put up. Each child
is saluted. inCivid.ually. Toys are returned if they wi-sh to have
them, and so the class comes to an end for that day.
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I hope that this brief account of Montessori lïork Ín alublin Hospital witl not only help to rnake the i,vork better
known, but may perhaps encourage hospitals to start this work
trhich 1s surely one in the true Montessori traclition of Serviceto the Childn Dïo Montessori when told about ít in Lond.on
ín 1)J1 vras most i,nterested. and. said: rtl an veïry interested
in this work. It has ímmense possibilities and is only in its
beginningrr. Let us prày that her word.s will be fulf,Íl1ed.,

F.E?ORT OF ]',iY EXPERIT]NCES ON THE NSTABLISiIIi:TG AND
DEVETOPMENT OF A }ïOIYTESSORI - i(ri{IERGARTEl,í

TN HOLSIEIIVBORG - GREENLA}T}.
by Lona Grete Lind.ahl Ho1st

edited b;t l/Iario l\{.}{ontessorj.r
fhe colon;r Holsteinborg consists of 11oo inhabitants of v,ihom,cou-nting the s'bate empioyees, traders and state authori_tiese100 are DanÍsh" cf tl:.e whol-e popu-lation 9 pexsoïis are occupiedin schools and. in other ed.ucational v.'ork.fhe Eskirnoes are maínl-;'- occupied. in fisi:i-ng" i'rniing andship-builoing. The col-ony cover s an area of aboui 5kmt . Ëeforemy arxívaL, in Jur:e 1951 , there had. been no kind.ergarten; buta snall roon had. been proviced. to leeep dhe infants v.;hcseparents worked. at the shrimp-factor"y. The kind.e:rgarten wasstarted with sma1l aeans as a prívate initiative; ttt" br.lil-d.ing where it is housed was buirt in 1JB1 as a church, lateron it became a school, uirtil the new one was built in 1!)0. rtconsists of a hut ma.tie of wooden rogs and. clay, wi-th two rooms,a bathroon built on lny persor:al initiative ciuring ny stay, anda room to keep food sup.olies. ,

when ï arrivecl tirere we.e only about 16 child.ren, butlater chilo.ren carae from. the outer areas as far as B0 km way.
Th"* r :-eft there 'rere abo*i {0. The kindergart.en ',as openfr.om 8 o'c]o.ck in the roorning to { orclock i"-ti.";;";;;;;.Mosi: of the parents had neveï l-earned to read or to wríte -gtl:n- a few of thsn'vïere slightly interested in these subjects.But iiie new Danísh pcl1c;,- is to edusate ihe Eskinoes so as to
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bring them to the i-ntelrectàar revel of the lanish popula-.,tion' ïn the beginning however the Eskinoes kept aloof, butas soorl as they noticed- Ín'rhicrr way the child.ren **".'o"".,-pi?dr and especially how they were trained. Ín language and.arithmetj.c, they joined - or let their "trifa"*r, join _ theschool with pleasure and these prirnitive, but rather intel-ligent people became eageï to ret their óhito"*rl learn asmuch as possible.
The ]vrontessori system therefore meets these Eskimoes intheir efforts to 1earn.
My aims were two; f i-rstly to give the chir-d.ren a know-1ed.ge of read.ing and of viriti-ng before transfered to thesehool proper; the second. to eooperate qrith the heatth_officers i-n teaching hygiene to ónild"en as welr as to parents...

I"":" week r held. a parents-meeting. rf necessaïy with an inter-pre-ter \as soine stirl prefer to spóak the origínal local languagea Greenland. d.ialect i-n no way simirar to languages spoken inother parts of the world.).. sóon after r gct in touch wÍth theparents, especially wiilr the mothers, ï áou1a see a great im-provement in their u.nd.erstand.ing of the schcol" As a resurtthere rras a much greate:' regularity i-n the ati;encance.ïn one of ny first meeti-ngs fcr parents T showed. them theuse of ttrefoil-owing apparatus: cylind.er-blocks, broad stairr. longstair, sand.paper l-etters, &ovabre alphabet in cursive, nuáeri-cal rods, beads and. division-set. 0n account of i;he veïy greatdifficulties in getting supplies from }enmark (boat" caí ietthrough.to Holsteinborg only ] or { tiraes a year on account of.tire ice) r oia not have ari the apparatus ï should have vrished,,but I v;as able to make a lot local1y. In ihis I got the willingcollaborati-on of the people who gave me much sr-rpport and herpeáme to get hold of the proper naterial to build it rvith, To havethe apparatus coloured i-t became very impor.i;ant noi only to getthe children interested., but ar-so to catch the interest of theparents. ï d.id thÍs by teaching the laiter out of school hours.r found. that they could spend. up tg tvro hours in lrorking vrj-ththe 6ead.nateriar. rn many cases, rvhen they saw j-t abstracted.b]' this neans, they got a far clearer idea of the d.ecimal systenof which i;hey only had a faint and. i-ncomplete inpressi-on. f'he
appa-ratus ï'ras demonstrated. also to the Iocal Danish officials,
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to the parsonr ànd. to the schoolteachers. They had never seen
it before, and. they Írere Óeeply impressed and. became very
enthusiastic.

lifith regard to the childrenr-Ï was pleased' t'o see them
develop exactly in the lray !r,lvlaria l.,{ontessori d.escribes* The
child.ren qere of a1l ages, from 1[ years to 7 c at which age thêy
joined the ordinaTy school" To my great pleasure sonie pieQes
of apparatus, e"g' the movabie alphabet and the sandpaper
letl;ers, were borrowed. by the school whích copied. them.
Tl:ere ï7as a splendicl co-operation between school and kinder-
garten, and I was'toie tnat one of the most important achie-
veme:its of the kind,ergarten 'v'ras tha'b the cliittiren attending ny
school had been trained to be members of a socj-ety. l.[y chíld.-
ren founcl no diffi-culty whatsoever irt follo-'ririg the fessons
vrlren tb'qr transfered. to the Danish-speakíng d.epartrnent of .the
school. Before tne establishnen'b of nry krncler6arien tvao pro-
bleme were forrnd overv,ihelmingr 1) to bring ihe chrldren to
become members of the.local soci-e';;r (because, as can be easily
und.erstood, 'uhey v,rere ver;r sliy) and. 2) to overcone the i!íffi-
cuJ--uy of language, the learning of ''rhich required considerable
efforts on the part of the chi-ld::en.

The importance of Dr. Montessorirs d.íscovery of the sensi-
ti1's periods was st-rikingly d.eno.rrsirated in the daiiy work vrith
these primitive chj-ld.ren.

During my stay Tl:ejn liiajes-bies the King and. the Queen. of
Dennarlc visiteC tlolsteinborg in the coir.ïse of thelr insl:ection
of Greenlancl. r had. the honour to show rny kinclergarten to Their
]!lajestíes. Both vrere d.eepl;r ï,l,ore""ed. The i(ingrs f irsi renark
luass tt'ffiry, this is just like one of cur ovnt kin<i.ergartenstr.
l{hen Latrer r spoke vrith hiro, he tol-d ne hov'r pl-eased he had. beento see the chilclren work. 'r,vhen r was snall and. hacl to go the
kÍnd.ergarten, ï had to bear'up every d.ay r,ri-rh tire irksome
druclge of cuti;ing paper and gluíng it together to make sillypapeï naod.elsrt

As ax] exanple of the v,rorli .r'/ith chilclren I shal1 report thecase of a boy of S.qngeraia, ( the name means, r'He, whó returnsrr)He 'uras supposed to be very retard.ed.. rnd.eede some believecl thathe vias lmbecire. f think this r,"ras nostly clue to f,ne great shy-nessr of the Greenlancl children, especially of ihose from the
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verjr rernote outposts. He always took refuge in a corner of theïoomr and. was very unrzilling to join the other children. Butone day r d.iscoverecl that lee enjoyed. prayíng vrith some primi-tive musical instrurcents. r encouraged. hirn io con.tinue doingsor praised hinr, gave him a special training (lesson) andslovrly he r'lvoke upít. He began to ]rand.le the other apparatus,then to work with it, and. v,rhen r r-eft tvro years latèr, he had.learned. how to use the bead.s and. the ,rrr.ne"1cal rocls, Éo* to d.osuras and. how to read easy books.
[he aim of eoucatlon in Green]and is of course similar tothat of other countries and of other regions of the world. onthe other hand it must be realizecl tirat the Greenland. childrenof our generatícn live-and. will live for the nexi generations ina worlo which is very differeni; and far inore ciifficult thal tha,tof the Europeans. To be able to herp the::r the ed.ucator there-fore must learn Í'rom the Greenlarrclers tjremselves the best rvayto do it, and make her experi-ences before hand. r riad thepleasure to be a pioneer and. to meet Írj-ili the confidence andthe hopes of the parents. ffi principal ai-n fo:: the future mustbe this: to encourage the Greenland-ers themselves to send their

more capable you-ng rïomell to the Danish rraíníng ccurse, so thattlrey can return to theír fellow-couniry raen ancl foll-ow up theresults obtained by others.
It is my personal conviction that the l\{ontessorj- systenis tire most efficient and the most suítable for the ecluea'bíon

of the Greenlanders. It meets the prircj-tÍve Eskimo in his
desire 1 ) of learning, and. 2l of becoming a member of a modern
so c ie ty.

Lona Lind.ahl liolst

-

In connection with this report, which we are certain has been
eujoyed by our members vre would like 'co publisir an infornalion
we read in the Bulletin of Decembet 1)J{, published by the
English ll4ontessori Society, vrhich gives scme fu-rtirer inteïes-
ting nevrs about this part of the world.. ït speaks about the
work recently carried out by a Canadian Professor vrho has
Stutiiecl th.e Eskinces and their child.ren;r'fhe belief in r:e-
incarnati-on r-s strong, whi-ch leads the pa::ents to regard the
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children as equal personalities; to forge'u to shake hancls with
the six nonths old baby upon leaving, for exanple, is regarded
as inexcusable, The ad.vice of children is asked and, where-
eveï roossible of course, it is acted upon. The children very
quickly become self-sufficient-, their emotions are sfgbilised.
verlr early and. they c1o not appeaï to experíence the enotional
turnoils and psychological d.ifficulties which vre associate
with aclolescence at a J'ater stage. Babies &Te weaned. r,vhen ready,
unless an oth-er child nakes demand.s upon the mother, to whon
ínciCe:itaL1y, the id.ea of a feecli-ng perio.d is unknovrn. The
chrldren cry only if hungry or hur.t, alnost never. through frus-
txatrcll" fhe;r very seldoro fight and. are not at all coupetj-tive,
quite prepared to sharert.

TIíE CONSTF.UCTTVN TRIAI{GIES
The set of f,our boxes of Constructi"ve Tri.angles formpari; of the conplex of materials v.rhich have beeri. devisec.ta .6í're chilclren practical experience in plane geonretry. ?heyare called. trconstructivetr because here the tríang]e is used. asthe eien:ent to form other rectilínear figures. fnís materialrs given i;o chilriren between J and. 6 yeu,i* of age.First the rectanguJ_ar l:ox is given.

It contains; :

A) three pairs of scalene right anglea triangles equal ín sizeand shape. Each paír is coloured. alike but d.iffers from thecolour of the ' other tuio.
É) ivro pairs of isosceles right angled triangres, also e,1ua1 insize, but each pair different j.n colour,a pair of equilateral trianglesttio triangies iryhich are od.d. That is, though of the same. co-lour theJi are not alike in síze

This set i-s to be removed. and. to be set asid.e for laterjllse.The presentaion is to take three pairs, one equilaterar,one isosoeres and one scalène, After hàving ni-xed ih"*, ttreteacher picks out the tl,ro triangles rrhich J"u u"u."tly aliice incol-our, síze and shape and puts them together "i""s-ïlrJ-iï."tline " Tf óne has- chosen, fo{ instance, the right angled triangleswhich ha're the 1íne arong the hypot"á,rr", th; fiá;;;-trrai urirrresult are a squaïe (madó by the two isoáceres tiir"gr";) a rec-tairgle (nade by the tiro **u.iur",t":.an!.ie")-""0 " ";;;;;"'(*aa*by the equilateral tr.rangles) Z) v -/
To a child of ihree the appearance of these figures hassoniething of the nagic. e-- -- --

The tr"iangles are mixed. up again and. it is the child thentrho puts them togetirer. Gradualry nore and. more pairs are aclded.untii all are used.. fhe brack liàes on the other pairs of scale-ne triangies are draw:r respectively on each side ànclosi*g theright angle. Each of the other triangles of the íeinaining''pairof isosceles triangles has a rine dràrÍn crl one oÍ,ih.;;;; sio.esenclosing the ri-ght angl-e. ail of them when joined together,fo:'m dj-fferen't irincis oÍ' parallelograms. The ocld pair iorms atrapeaiuin. S)
The expárience shov,rs that with two equ:-lateral iriangresone can buiid only one paralJ-elog,rarn:, witii ti:e isosceles tvodifferent paral-lelograms and with the scalene .bhree. After awhil-e, tire ciiild notices this spontaneously; he begins to jointi:.e figures not along the blacre lines but along the tvro s:_áesnot d.istinguished by it. r,{heri tiris happens the time has coiae tosubst.i'fute the lined. triangles vith the blu-e set yrithout liles.
'Then another presentation is given. That Ís: supposing rre

, : - if -----chave. joined the tvro s;calenè triangles along ihe hypotenuse, for-ning a rectangle. The demonstration given is to keep still oneof .!he triangles ancl rnake tire other srid.e along the joining sid.euntil the tlro sho:t sid.es are on the same line. rf then the'triangle that moves is rnace to slide with its short sid.e aiongthe short síd.e cf tlie other triangle and. one corrtinues until thetiqo sid.es co:-ncid.e exactj-y, a rrery oblique parallelogram a,Fpears.ïf the pïocess i.s continued and. the triang;le is r*ade to slide atong

11
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)D

Each pair .''rhi-ch is alike in c.olcur and. s j-ze has a black linealong the corresponding sides. ïhese are the sides aiong vrhichthe tro i;riangles a,re to be joined.. 1)In the. sarce bo:r t}:ere isE) a set consisting of c'e i:aiï of each of ihe triangles d.escri-bed. abo-re, corourecl in brue and without rinese
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that side until the end. and then d.own, so that the long sid"e
containi-ng the ri-ght angle of the one ooirlcides v,rith the
corresponding síd.e of the otlrer, a third. fi-gure appearsc a much
less oblique parallelogr.un 4)r

At a iater stage another denonstration is
given consi_sting in the fclloving: In any of the three figu-
ies whích result from the union of tvro triangles, if one of
the triangies is kept s'till- and tire olher is reversed so that
the base is put where the vertex was, figures appear which are
no longer paralleiogrrams. The rectangle becomes a kite, the
otl:e:r t-,,'o parallelograns change irrto triangles. !)

lYith the tïqo fígures foraied by the isosceles triangles the
squaïe reniains a squaïe, and tire parailelog;rarn beconies a tri-
artgLe. The rhombu-s formed by the two equilateral triangles re-
mains a rl:cnbus, 6)

These are the basical exercises. Brit the-r1 ate by no rleans
the onl;r orlêso The chiid.ren lrave niade lilany spon-taneous appli-
catíons arrd -.rariationsc such as drawing the figures that have
resu.ited, or cu-tting tiie iriangles in coloured paper and gluing
ti:en together, cr iaalcing ccnb:-na+;ions dlffeient from the cr-ies
s.iori,'i'], such as pui;ting all the different scalene right angled.
t:ianglss next io'each other rrith the h:ypo''"e:lLise cf one touch:lng
Tae J-ongest of the tl',ro sides containing the right angled, tri-
angle of i;he otirer etc. 7)

If one chil-d in the class starts any of these acti-vitiest
usuall;' rnàny other child"r:en foilow suit and become very ini;eres-
ted in nakurg sini-lar experiments,

Afte.r the children have exhausted their i-nterest in the
cc'r:.tei:is of the reciangular box, the triangle one is gi.ren. It
contains an eeuilateral tría::rgl,e, the sane d-ivided ínto tvio,
three, anci four parts" Along these d.ivisions black llnes are
drawn, ''vhich aliow the reconstru-ction of the triangle.

This is dívidecl :-nto two scale;re ri.ght angled triangies
by the ireig'irto i-nto three isosceles obiuse anglecl 'cri-angles by
the bisectors, Ínto four ei;uilai;eral triangles by the lines thatjoin the ní]iddle pcints of ;kre sides. With this box the nanes ofthe lines and ,cf -c-rre points are given; ireight, base, bi-sectors,
vert ex e c el;r'c r c.td- so f ortn.

This genera.li;,' causes ti:e chilrj to wish to know the nanes
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of the lines in the figures he has already net. Very'often a
new outburst of Crawing activi'ty ensues, in which these special
itens are emphasized,. For rnstance: tr'rining around, the height
Of an eo,uilateral triangle is drav'rn a stem covered ';,iiih flowers.

Tiie 'íria:rgles r,,rirlch are respectively 1f J and' tf 4 of tne
original one, form the contents of the tv.ro other bOxes, ";nichare hexagonal in shape. Ïn one of the:ir, the isosceles obt:ise-
angled are the ones ir-sed to form other shapes. Íhose used to
foim one figure have 'che saine coiour anci the black lines on
the appropriate side. Blr joining tuo of then together gsing
the fóngest sid,e, a rhombus is forined; b;'r joining anotner two
along one of the two sitorter sides, a i;araLlelogram is formedt
ly putting three of them rvj-th their long sides in contact I'rith
the sides cf the o:riginal equiiateral triangle, a hexagon ís
f orrned.. The triangl-es to compose aii these f igures, r,ogei;ber
wíth the originai equilaiera] trialgle and a ire:-'agcn e'qi-iai i11'

size to the one formec. as descrrbed. above, íol:m the conterrts
cf one box. The la.st box contains a nuiiiber of 'criangles ''rilich
&ire a fo.arth r:ar:t of the origlnal cne. Ilere also those u'sed tO
l'o::tlt a figure are coloured" alike and' h;;ve the black gui;ii:rg
lj-:res.];l/ith t.\,vO of tiren a rhombus calr -he forr:eC.r ";:-th three a
tranezium, with six a hexagon, wnich is pl'eser:.-t also in cne
ntu"urn" pïccess nsed with the blue set the recta,:rguiar box is
repeatet here, bobhas far as the sl-id.ing of one of the t-Eo

triangles al-ong the siCes of the other is concerned and as to
reversÍng one of then. A nelv figure appears only when ci:e of the
t,,ro isosceles obtuse a:rgled tr.ángJ-es ;cineC by the shcj:; siciest
is reversed. The paral1ólogfam becornes than an arrow-i:ea'd'

Alsc ti:e conlents of these boxes have been used. b1,. the
chilclre::r tc make innumerable variations. 'Ihese multipli-ed' when

the olóer chil_d.rerr of this age gïo1lp (l-6) usecl all the boxes
t oge'bre :r

Asregar:d,stheconstrr-rctivetrianglesthísisgeneral-lyas
far as one Soes in our classes with chi}c,ren up to sj.x;lears of
age.tsuttheconstructí.vetrlairglesa.í,eflo'r,lheonlygecne-bri-
ca1 appara.j;us useti by tilis age group' Other experiences are
Eade 1;ossible v,rith iLe calinet ór i,,1"tru insets, 'r"ririch con',;ains

t



12

that side until the end. and then d.own, so that the long sid"e
containi-ng the ri-ght angle of the one ooirlcides v,rith the
corresponding síd.e of the otlrer, a third. fi-gure appearsc a much
less oblique parallelogr.un 4)r

At a iater stage another denonstration is
given consi_sting in the fclloving: In any of the three figu-
ies whích result from the union of tvro triangles, if one of
the triangies is kept s'till- and tire olher is reversed so that
the base is put where the vertex was, figures appear which are
no longer paralleiogrrams. The rectangle becomes a kite, the
otl:e:r t-,,'o parallelograns change irrto triangles. !)

lYith the tïqo fígures foraied by the isosceles triangles the
squaïe reniains a squaïe, and tire parailelog;rarn beconies a tri-
artgLe. The rhombu-s formed by the two equilateral triangles re-
mains a rl:cnbus, 6)

These are the basical exercises. Brit the-r1 ate by no rleans
the onl;r orlêso The chiid.ren lrave niade lilany spon-taneous appli-
catíons arrd -.rariationsc such as drawing the figures that have
resu.ited, or cu-tting tiie iriangles in coloured paper and gluing
ti:en together, cr iaalcing ccnb:-na+;ions dlffeient from the cr-ies
s.iori,'i'], such as pui;ting all the different scalene right angled.
t:ianglss next io'each other rrith the h:ypo''"e:lLise cf one touch:lng
Tae J-ongest of the tl',ro sides containing the right angled, tri-
angle of i;he otirer etc. 7)

If one chil-d in the class starts any of these acti-vitiest
usuall;' rnàny other child"r:en foilow suit and become very ini;eres-
ted in nakurg sini-lar experiments,

Afte.r the children have exhausted their i-nterest in the
cc'r:.tei:is of the reciangular box, the triangle one is gi.ren. It
contains an eeuilateral tría::rgl,e, the sane d-ivided ínto tvio,
three, anci four parts" Along these d.ivisions black llnes are
drawn, ''vhich aliow the reconstru-ction of the triangle.

This is dívidecl :-nto two scale;re ri.ght angled triangies
by the ireig'irto i-nto three isosceles obiuse anglecl 'cri-angles by
the bisectors, Ínto four ei;uilai;eral triangles by the lines thatjoin the ní]iddle pcints of ;kre sides. With this box the nanes ofthe lines and ,cf -c-rre points are given; ireight, base, bi-sectors,
vert ex e c el;r'c r c.td- so f ortn.

This genera.li;,' causes ti:e chilrj to wish to know the nanes

11

of the lines in the figures he has already net. Very'often a
new outburst of Crawing activi'ty ensues, in which these special
itens are emphasized,. For rnstance: tr'rining around, the height
Of an eo,uilateral triangle is drav'rn a stem covered ';,iiih flowers.

Tiie 'íria:rgles r,,rirlch are respectively 1f J and' tf 4 of tne
original one, form the contents of the tv.ro other bOxes, ";nichare hexagonal in shape. Ïn one of the:ir, the isosceles obt:ise-
angled are the ones ir-sed to form other shapes. Íhose used to
foim one figure have 'che saine coiour anci the black lines on
the appropriate side. Blr joining tuo of then together gsing
the fóngest sid,e, a rhombus is forined; b;'r joining anotner two
along one of the two sitorter sides, a i;araLlelogram is formedt
ly putting three of them rvj-th their long sides in contact I'rith
the sides cf the o:riginal equiiateral triangle, a hexagon ís
f orrned.. The triangl-es to compose aii these f igures, r,ogei;ber
wíth the originai equilaiera] trialgle and a ire:-'agcn e'qi-iai i11'

size to the one formec. as descrrbed. above, íol:m the conterrts
cf one box. The la.st box contains a nuiiiber of 'criangles ''rilich
&ire a fo.arth r:ar:t of the origlnal cne. Ilere also those u'sed tO
l'o::tlt a figure are coloured" alike and' h;;ve the black gui;ii:rg
lj-:res.];l/ith t.\,vO of tiren a rhombus calr -he forr:eC.r ";:-th three a
tranezium, with six a hexagon, wnich is pl'eser:.-t also in cne
ntu"urn" pïccess nsed with the blue set the recta,:rguiar box is
repeatet here, bobhas far as the sl-id.ing of one of the t-Eo

triangles al-ong the siCes of the other is concerned and as to
reversÍng one of then. A nelv figure appears only when ci:e of the
t,,ro isosceles obtuse a:rgled tr.ángJ-es ;cineC by the shcj:; siciest
is reversed. The paral1ólogfam becornes than an arrow-i:ea'd'

Alsc ti:e conlents of these boxes have been used. b1,. the
chilclre::r tc make innumerable variations. 'Ihese multipli-ed' when

the olóer chil_d.rerr of this age gïo1lp (l-6) usecl all the boxes
t oge'bre :r

Asregar:d,stheconstrr-rctivetrianglesthísisgeneral-lyas
far as one Soes in our classes with chi}c,ren up to sj.x;lears of
age.tsuttheconstructí.vetrlairglesa.í,eflo'r,lheonlygecne-bri-
ca1 appara.j;us useti by tilis age group' Other experiences are
Eade 1;ossible v,rith iLe calinet ór i,,1"tru insets, 'r"ririch con',;ains

t



_l
.t

I

15-14

alI the maÍn plane geomet::i-ca1 figures. Here the attractionis the sensorial- experience of b"ï;;-;;re-to recogni_ze bysight and by touch-novements the filures and the correspon-ding f,rames they fit in. The abilitj to recognlze is further
1.ef:1e0 by n,atching the insets with sets of cards on vrhichthe figr:-res are outlined,

Another geometrical appa.ratus is composed by the netalinsets. These.are several prane figures iir iron; along thecontor:r of vrhich a cofoureá pencilri" t.*, so that the out-line reinains on the paper. Tiie figure that results i_s sub-seciuently filled 1n vriÍth other coroured. pencils, This is anoccupa-bi-on much sought after by chi1d"u"r--à"0 gives them,iiÏïr:l"ríff;il3"or time, a great erriciáncv :.n handring'a
Another apparat*s consists of sets of inscrÍbed andcircumscribed. figu'es, cut out in colou""á p._r*", 'rhichthe child'rerr superinr.oóse to nake very attractive paiterns.I"{any ask:"wh;r gèonetry at all ? rt :-s so difficultan* so boring!rr othèrs aski 'Íwhy give-it-ttris tender age ?It íS a Cf ifnerl ""d t>4 v v r v vlrr-È uerloef age 

.Anong tire laiter are manJr.nodern psychologists vrhoseÍnfiuence is felt so ut"o"giy.yfr"t .tir".-""d*"rtional autjaoritiesof many cou:rtries no' forbïà"tn" t"ràr.iJjl"l guor"t'y be_fcre the secondary ""ho;r;: Even tiren thJ subject is fou*d.to be_intensellr dislÍkeá-ty *o"t of the L:upils.. But is it teoretr:r itself thai is -.'-ii""*t to the men-tal healtir of the chirá"un-i-tr 
"o, v,re ought to renove thechildren from eivirise. and-even unciviiised. environne'ts,beca'';se vrherever tirey 100k trrey are surrouncr.ed by geonretry.Houses, wi-ridovrsr cars vrith their vtreeis, ,ïà .r*o"t every_thÍng has georaetri-cal .l*".u"ï""isi;ÍcÉ. yet, none of the;Hi*";:;"::""*n tirey roor.*rt tir*" "ortinuá,r"ry, seen to get

Tiie harn evidently is done not by geometry,.but by theway geonetrical_-notioná are gÍver.. to yoiiá*,ïrrru", ivrrich most;:-tï:":;ï;;.n""e to lea"" -"ïii.o'rt 
r,'áu'sïa*a:-'s wrrat br,oyfn our caser no'e of the exercises mei.:tioned. above are

gi..ren as geometry. one is given as a sensorial exercise c &fr-
otirer as an exercise j-n colouring, another is -bo see inlleat
artis.tic co'mbinations one can nake by superimposJ-ng clifferent
figures. The consi.riictive trie.ngles are a sort of pttzzLe, r"rhich
enables to see'.rhai type of figures come when tire two oa'njore

i triangles are joined i1 different u'ays. The only gecmetrical- ,-

, fact '.;ri::-ctr is given i-s the name of the figures and. of certain
, lines and points, and. this is very often at the request of the

chilclren who ask'e |twhat is its name ?tr.
None of this mate::.ial is imposed on the cirildren: ii; is put

in the environnent, at, theír o.isposal and. the chil-dren choose it
freely. strangely eiiough it is the ycunger children of J and {
who are fascinated- b;r i-t. They choose it d-ay afi;er cla;" ancl re-
main occupiecl with il for iong period.s, showing neither fabi-gue

; rlor ciistaÁte, but on the contrary, an intense saiisf actiori.
Y It is rriy conviction that one of the reasons for -ui1e tliffi--
i "orties errco',rnte:red in geonetry is the la;ck of previous exlle-
i riencer vrhichr.if they had itrwoul-d grve the chlld'ren the r:eces-
l.' sar;rlcrorr:l eCge.
i IrI o-ulï v.;orli in nany countr j-es, vie have f oind th.at lvhen

sucli prepara'bion exists, georne'bry is one of tlie sub jecis Lhat
affords nost sati sfaction to cllild.ren, uiro ofte::r c-iecover silon-

I i;aneously -bheorems .-wjrich are noi includ.ed. in i'iie ordina:ry text
ooott"rrrorr*n, 

as r said above, irone of the occupations rvith tire
geometricát-nater"ial are rntended at thls s'bage to i;each gec-
metryroraïeusedb;,'child'renforsuchiiu-rpose'geonetrical
fa'Jus are con'binucr-rs1y experi-enced: iu]naí an acute angle is nar-

r Íotryer ancL sharlrer than an obtuse one g tnat a polygon vrhose 1'ILU]i-

ber oí sides 1s grea.;er tharr another, has also Latger angies;
that paral1elograns vhich have certarn rela'l;ions of li:les are
equÍvalent; thát rectangles and paralleiograms can be trans-
forned into tria,ngles u.ád. ,ri"*rrersa. lltese are but veïy few of
the inn'leerabte góoinetrical fac+"s that the child exl;eriences
co;-rtlnuou-s1y. Thó repetition s'Lores these facts firr'rly in tireir
nincl. Ïhe chrldren are unconscious of possessing a geomeirical
knor,rledge, but the facbs are there accui'rufated' just the sar':ie

and cleaïiy registered. Later, when a-:r incLi-catio;r is given on
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such i-teÍI as the reration between lines and. areas ln twoequivalent figures, the children eagerly seek these rera-tions in other figureÉ; and once the process is started theynake wÍth great entusiasm rt:iscoveries on items that the tea-cher has not shovrn them. ilÉrat creates the enthusiasn at_ thislater stage, is the fact that thê child already possêsses
all the elenents; in other'words, though he does not realizeit, he becornes congalous.of sonething that alread.y exÍsted inhis uÍ]conscious. That is what Dr. Montessori called "the in-direct preparationrr; to prepare alI the elements beforehand.,through exercises vrhich are not inmed.iately cor:nected with'the subject and. rrhich attraet the intense lnterest of thechild for reasons that have nothing to do with the subjectin queÉtíon. when later the nind oi ttre child is suffióientlymature for Ít, the new aóquisition is but a synthesis of knownfacts which bócone eonscióus in a nev,i relation.

Mario M.Montessori.
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MONTESSORT E}UCASÏOi{ AT ÊOME

From Holland, a mother, forner Montessori teacher, vrrote usthe fol]oi,ving experience :
Her little boy came to her and saidct'ï cantt find. ny sl-íppersrf ,she replied.: 'tthey are uncler your bed., in their usual placett.
He came back after sone time saying; Ítand. yet they are notthere, I cantt find. themrr. Mother a bit innpatient replied: rl

Itfel1 what shall ï do to you, if ï find them-there, and bring
them to you ?rt and the boy iniraedj-at'é1y'answei;ed.:'rgive me a
lesson on how to look for thingstt.

' --42-
À teacher from a Kind.ersarten in Gêrmany '", Srankfurt *-

r,vrítes about her chil"drenc
I'A girl came for the first time to school vrhen she was {$.ïn the beginning she spent most. of her tj-me working ilrith the

metal- insets. Sud.denly interest for number awske, starting a
period. of intensive work. Àfter some time I shovred her'the
multiplicati-on board and she conti,nued vrorking vrith it. One
day she comes sud.denly tc me saying: rtI am going crazy, iook
2 x 1= 6 and. 2+2+2= also 6. lïel1, is multipl;'irit 1]t"tt
nothÍng else than adding ? Because 3+1= al-so 6 !!".

ttA little girl of 32 cones to school. For.the first two
weeks she d.oes not move and remains sittJ-ngr silent and. looking
vrithout expression at the other children in their varj-ous occu-
pations. 0n the'1lth day she geis up talies the cylinderblocks
and she works taking the cylinders out, compari-ng then and. put-
ting them back. She dj.d. this 1J times. At the time we are cele-
brating the birthday of a child. Candles are being 1it and.
singing is going on, but she has no eyes for us, she only works.
Only when she is satisfied., after repeating her exereise 1J
times, she joins our circle. From then on she shows great acti-
vity, i-n a variety of tasks. No lessons weïe needed to intro-
duce then, for she had observed everything. Very soon she put
d.own all the gradations of colours without making any místakes.
The expression of her face changecl, Iosing its rigidity, and.

o
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the;lítt1e girl, so silent before, talked easily.il

ffA boy after having mad.e sums with the decimal systenmaterial takes the beadfrane. r give hÍm a short intráductionand suddenly he_calls out cluite áxcited: troh, ;""-;;;á;;i;i,witb this al-so f can nrake large sums and yet I do not need. somany beads. rt is as if one had rnany shilrings and pennies and.used. paper money insteadrt.
NEiïS ITEMS ïN THE I\,ÍONTflSSCRI FïELD

Our news itens can give but a glinpse of alr the happenings inthe various countries. To give a complete inforroat:.ón noor*Id. beimpossible. rt would. assist us if ináications vtrere received asto vrihat itens are d.esired.

-21

and" 15 Jrears of age is functioning in the premÍses of theTraining center jn Paris. The club adnits all chÍldren pïo-
vid.ed. they are introduced by parents of pupils of the schoolor by members of the l/lontessori society. special features oft{t" programme t}rus far d.eveloped have been:a) nistory of Music, then pieóes rrvere playecl or sung and songstaught to the children.
t) tr'itmstrips, shovring the l-ifer, the customs, the habitatlonsetc.. of countríes the children wished. tg.know about, suchas the Eskimoes, or special features of paris itseli, etc,c) Hand.i-ctaft, u:id.er the guid.ance of teachers, in which thechild.ren collaborated. to reproduce in clay and. raffia andpainting environnrents vriiich had. particular$r lnrpressed. thenon seeing tire fifns arid tistening to their illustration.

SIIUAII-rn January the catholic lvork-gïoup, a section of the Germanllontessori society he1d. its inaugr,rral meeti.ng in cologne.
0n Novenber Z,{-bï-t. the Beriin sectlon of the GexmanIvlontessori society -,";as reorganisecl.. Their programme inciud.esihe formation of an edÍtorial- board, of a finance corirmittee

and. the otga.ni-àz,tion of an internaiional 1i/Iontessori rraining
Course to be held in Eerlin:., They have asked the A.I/1.r. toassisi them in organizíng a study tri-p to Hol-laird. next autunn
i{OLLAND
'laeacher-meetings are held at regular intervals, They takeplace in d.ifferent tovrns so as to give each part of the
coultry the possrbility of permitting its teachers to remain
in touch without having to travel too long a distance. For
each meeting a speciai subject is anirounced, d.ealing vith
practical aspects of the vrork in school, or with the illu-
stration of some special item of iviontessori material , -such as
stripboards for arithnetic or sentence analysis, biology or
hisior;r. The subject is developecl by one of the teachers,
after r,'thich usually a cliscussion follotrs.

AUSTRAIÏA
foniessori work is starting agaj,n.The first Montessori class is to be
nnod.erri childrenrs hoteI. A teacher,
England. has been requested.
Ei(GLAN}

opened in Melbourne
either from I{oIIand.

l_n a
or fron I

organised by the Engtish Montessori society two lectu:nes wereheld 1n lond.on on subjects i,rhich are of palticular interestespecía1]y to the Montessori movement. one of the r""i""*"'r""held by lvliss A.A. Hilr- on $pastic ctiird.renl and the other byl,{iss J. Bower on Hospital sóhool-.
[he J4th. rnternationar Montessori rraining course wasclosed in Lond.on by Mr. lrrarjo À[.Montes"o"i-"t thà end oi U.r"fr.
The Marr-a Montessori rraining organisation at 1 parkcrescerÉ,, r,ondon w. 1 is planning tt " iotrolring couïses to beheLd. in its o!ïn premisesl

1 A Junior School Course, May 2 _ JuIy {, 19552 An ïntensj-ve Course for negir*"Tlt-Àugust-b _ .g.,rgost 1! , 1955)elipl.ona Course, Septerab." á6 - 1g|l5 _*March ]í, 19)6.
FRANCE
This is the second term that the Club for ChÍldren between T
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nnod.erri childrenrs hoteI. A teacher,
England. has been requested.
Ei(GLAN}

opened in Melbourne
either from I{oIIand.

l_n a
or fron I

organised by the Engtish Montessori society two lectu:nes wereheld 1n lond.on on subjects i,rhich are of palticular interestespecía1]y to the Montessori movement. one of the r""i""*"'r""held by lvliss A.A. Hilr- on $pastic ctiird.renl and the other byl,{iss J. Bower on Hospital sóhool-.
[he J4th. rnternationar Montessori rraining course wasclosed in Lond.on by Mr. lrrarjo À[.Montes"o"i-"t thà end oi U.r"fr.
The Marr-a Montessori rraining organisation at 1 parkcrescerÉ,, r,ondon w. 1 is planning tt " iotrolring couïses to beheLd. in its o!ïn premisesl

1 A Junior School Course, May 2 _ JuIy {, 19552 An ïntensj-ve Course for negir*"Tlt-Àugust-b _ .g.,rgost 1! , 1955)elipl.ona Course, Septerab." á6 - 1g|l5 _*March ]í, 19)6.
FRANCE
This is the second term that the Club for ChÍldren between T

i
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i

I
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INDIN" i

ffiffi'M, Joosten j.s at the monent d,irectÍng Hoe 1!th Indian
Montessori [rainíng Course, the second tq t"':ààra-ittcalcutta. He informs us that the lrrest Bengal Government i-sthe l8th Indian state which, on recommendation of the Central
Government, has given official recognition to the Montessori
Diploma awarded by the À.M.I. as the only aut}.orized qualifi-eation for lWontessori teachers

ÏTALY
'ÏEF-lecember the nevrly constJ-tuted. unbri-an section of the
Opera Montessori held. its first neeting in perugia.

so as to be able to conply with the growi.ng denand nacleby private fanilies the. ïnstítute j.n Rome for tËe training ofthe ftMontessorinert (stud.ents specially trained for the caiEof cblldren from 0-to )) obtained. Bernission to accept stual.entsfor one year training. lhe rnstitute already conducted 2- anctJ yeare courseg,

- The Sergano section of, the Opera Montessoril the first inrtary to start Montessori work afier the war; ináugurated lpstDeeenberr lts new rnodel'echooli speaiarry tuilt to*saiisiy the
lequirenents qf the Montessori nethod, lire noney was colláctectthrough the Ínterest aronsed by the efforte especiatrl.y ofOountess AglÍardie Mls. Honegger and Miss Sorge.The new build.ing uas ínáugurated by thê Hon. Mari*
{:"y,orTe1-presittent pf the 0pera Montessori in the presenceor th.e Ecolesi.astic anal civil authoriti.es. fbe school ia one gfthe nost advanced Montessori schools in Italy, catering forahlldren up to 12 and' has assueecl the name 'tMaria Montessorirr.
SWTISEB!-AND
3ue to iiifficulties encountered. in the organization theMontessori conference announced. for next ip"ir has beenpostponed. The new d.ate will be announced. iater.
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