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EDINBURGH

July 26th.--August 2nd,1938,

1burgh branch of the Montessori Smciety organised a Conference which was
¢ the Hostels Edinhurgh. Conference Presidants were Dr.Maria Mnntessori
Miss Margarest “vumﬁo“‘; 2 .Crairman of the Commnittee of the Edinburgh Branch.
Bi.Zen,Lord Provost . £ Edinburgh.the Principal -f the University of Edinburgh
the President «f the Educational Institute of Scotland,the Chairman of the Edin=
burgh ZEducation Committee,several Cruncillors +f REdinbargh,Professors <f the Edin
versity,and many other mest distinguished puﬂkh‘ailtleq were Honorary
Presidents of the Conference.

Although the Congress was organised as a regional reunion,delegates of
France, Irelan .,Ltaly‘{olland Spain and the United States of Ameri
s:nued the Montes:;rL movement in their countries,

Dr Montessori and the members of the Congress were received with great splendour

by the Scottish uovernment and the City of #dinburgh. Holyrood Castle was flood=
g the Congress. Great attention was paid by the Press to Dr.i-ntessori's
pritenlyn &) ucofja“i and ‘the ‘sessions ' of the Congress. The Cit £ Glasgow and

the Board of .the Bupire Exhibition invited Dr.Montessori B thifelaian '

in the Royal Pavilion and conducted her at the Exhibitio

partment she was shown a pillar symbolising the rising

all ages which starting with Socrates had her name at

es

First lecture Di' Montessori illust ed the personality of the
ndamental rpveWﬂt.@ g which she built her Method. The guid
child’'s growth were iieated and the importance of basing education

dxe and respect of *ﬂh“@ leading forces. It was found that many of
which were difficult for childrea of older age,were not only easy,but
satisfaction for much y«urger children. A re-distribution of culture according
the sp901al needs and abilities of the child in the various phases of his growth
would therefore be a positive step towards a fundamental reform of education.
Another revelation of the children was exposed in ‘the second lecture. In the spe=
cial environment ef the Montessori schools,which is deviced to correspond to the
natural laws of growth,the children showed that freedom and dirciplins are two
aspects of the same phenomenon.They spontaneously adopted a form of social discis
pline which determined the limits within which they acted in joy and freedom.
'reedom cannot exist withsut these limits,and real discipline cannot exist without
freedom. Speaking on "M-wral and Social Educaticn'" Dr.Montessori remarked that
moral and social education cannot be’given by merely teaching abstract ‘“1P(1f1
Only by rendering possible personal experiences suited to the different per
life real moral and social development can be helped and furthered. In her
lecturc Dr.Montessori stressed the fact that culture is as necessary for
ritual doyelopmenl,as nourishment for the development of the bhc
a real help to the development of the personality,culture has to be
ding to the characteristic eeds of the different periods
At a very early age the child is capable and eager to absorb e
nf culture in a sensorial way,later its memory asks for materia 8
oxercire its powers and many items which cause great difficulties ¢
can then be easily absorbed. If culture is given in response ‘to the ¢
cessive vital needs it is no longer a causée of fatigue,but strengthen
nality and gives the vast outlook which is So much needed in our days.
In the public lecture the characteristics of the four periods of development were
explained and the consequent need to adapt education to these laws of crowth rath=
er than to preconceived programmes. Striking examples showed the various forms of
a standstill in the development revealing itself in the adult which may oviuwe
if the individual could not satisfy its vital needs.




‘ Other speakers were Dr.H.Crighton-Miller,F.under of the Institute »f “adical
Psychology,Lendun; Dy Vinifred Rushford,Edinburgh;Dir.Vilhelm Rasmds @ .2 nen
hagen,Dr Rebert MiLeod. Mr.Mario M.Montessori held two Study Grpups an the Pri-
mary and Advanced Montessori Apparatus,twe sessions were devoted tn the demeon

stration of new material for the teaching of biology,

,_

Mr,kario M.Montessori also spoke on the aims of the recently founded "Secial
Parpty of the Child" (h n.Secr., English Branch:Miss Saida S.E.Day,131 Poplar
Rd,South,London 3.7.19) and two special reunipns wewye held at which Dr.lontes=
ori led a discussion on this subject.
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Quotations from Dr.Montesspri's Lectures held at the Edinburgh Conference.

"The .ability te give freedom is one of the sciences of life,

Freedom of life has
continue.By nw%flpg

The research for our

o1 ocnoﬁl", \re
ta hum wm. y,but when - wit
1 by the law

One might -compar vy to the living cells. A meral

body cannot be b ithout %h We must consider me=
rality as a fact whi ch leping enild St hes
lifferent phases '

and child do not depend onl;
and love rather depend on

tries to solve hisz own problems,
needed, the child will

n very different from our own
ed no help,but if thers is . someone

ice from them,they immediately liniz

rise and go t p
adults are always r _ :

in real need o¢f help and requires some sacrifi
‘for a way of escape

Before depriving the human being of our days from an item
ding he should be ignorant in this matter,try first

ulture.Our aim is to give the richest possible cultu
to 1saVﬁ somoihinﬁ out,because we thirk it is not sui
s | deciding an amputation.
are ma ?. 1 common as a
ought + : ucatic aim
human be*;? hould not rutata the

another

i
The u Y
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> ire mutual understanding among mankind,but it does not come e
omething that c¢an arise only in a fully de we]opcd man. It 18 not erc

5 d
that we must mutudlly understand each other., We must say that we r

help man tz develdp in such a way,that he- is cag_“7“ +f mutual undex I
is not merely a matter of words;it is a labour of Education!" '

Dr . MONTESSORI'S NEXT TRAINING COURSE WILL BE HELD IN LONDON FROM :AXCI 14th to
JULY 7th 1939,

TRY AND FIND MENMBERS FOR -THE ASQOCIAWIO” MONTESSORI I""“RN TIONALE
TO. SPREAD MORE WIDELY Dr,MONTESSORI'S C{ESSA"E T0 -THE BENEFIT OF
MANKING!
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